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.:To the Reverend 


Mr. WHITEFIELD: 


ils little © Piece was originally 
Meena written to vindicate the Gentle- 
rn call by the Name of Me- 
I odifts, after an impartial In- 
guiry into their Principles and 
© Behaviour rom ſome virulent and groundleſ5 © 
r caſt. upon them in a Leiter inſerted 
i Fog's Journal. And as the Conduct of theſe 
B has continued ever ſince trreproach- 
able, and they have ftedfa Hy pe 1 'd in the 
ſame Courſe which they ſo laudably begun ſome - 
Tears ago; gd yet have ſtill the Misfortune to 
find them Elves lightly ſpoken of by many 
"Per ſons, who care not to fall into Meaſures, 
_ which they may poſf;bly think too frict and 
< Wh denying ; it muſt be thought not improper 
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to reprint it now. And to whom can it be 
Jo fitly adarejs'd, as to Jon, Sir, who have 
pajſed under that Appellation, - Fi who" by 
your ſucceſsful Preaching haus ſo well juſtt- 
yd the Condutt of the Gentlemen * are 
the Sub Jes of it ©. 3k 


It muſt 4rd no ſmall Phaſars t to all 2 
rious Chriſtians, to find, by your Succeſs in 
the two firſt Cities of the Kingdom, that, de- 
generate as the Age is, in which we be, a 
Spirit of Piety aud Attention may nevertheleſs 
be excited in the Minds of the Generality ; 
and that without auy other Novelty, than by 
preaching the plain and obvious DoiFrines of 
Chriftianity, 1» / ſerious and affecting a 
Manner, as ſhall ſhew the Preacher tu be in 

carneſt, and himſelf affected by. the Dotirines 
_ which he zould 1nflil into others. Aud from 
hence there 4s little Room to doubt, that if 
| the like Method was generall 41 your 
Bretbren of the Clergy, and the Doctrines of 
the Goſpel were not made to. give way to the 
only ſecandarily neceſſary Rule, of Morality, 
the like Succeſs would attend their Labours, 
and the Chriſtian Religion, and our ſacred 
Function, would be freed fromthat cold Neglect, 
_ to. ſay no "worſe, which is now too ee 
throtn upon both., Gb | 


I have beans it rumour 4, that you have 
12 been refuſed by ſome of our Brethren, the Uſe 
* ther Pulpits ; 3 Gut as you have ſubmitted 


( 1 

ſome of your | Diſcourſes to the Pablick Cłu- 
ure, and as I have not heard it ande 4 
6 the muſt Invidious, that there is any thing 
3 Ccontainedin them in the leaſt repugnant to the 
Doctrines of Chriſtianity in general, or thoſe 
, the Eſtabliſn'd Church in particular; I 
hope it cannot be true, and muſt be ſpread by 
the Enemies f thoſe particular Clergymen 
_ who are numed to have given ſuch a. Refuſal ; 

and who, ſurely, have to much Piety. and 
good Senſe to be iufluenc'd, in ſuch a Cauſe, by 
© Motives of Envy or Narrowneſs of Mind: 
For can it be thought poſſible, \ that Perſons 
ho weekly preach, and weekly write, and 
hourly talk in Defence of our holy Religion, 

who continually complain of the Infidelity o 
ſome, of the Apoſtaſy of others, and of the 
cold, lifeleſs Unconcernedneſs of moſt, 
#8 /hould be the Perſons who would endeavour to 
| throw cold Water on that riſing Flame in 
numerous Audiences, which, ;well encouraged, 
7 might, in time, blaze out in a laudable Zeal 
for the Goſpel of Chriſt, and be attended 
* with happy ' Conſequences to the Cauſe of 

| Religion and Virtue ? 4 


But be this as it will, tet me ex bort you,. 
| Sir, not to be diſcourag'd or diſmay'd at any 

Oppoſition that you may meet with in your 

good Defigns : But preſerving (in the midſt - 
: . of the dangerous Applauſes you meet with 
? Jrom the crouded Audiences that every-where 
1 attend your Preachigg) that Meekneſs and 
a | 


Humte | 
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3 „„ 
Humility, which muſt be inſeparable from 
-#he Dofrines you ſeek to propagate, (and 
more than. any one thing, beſides the. Bleſſing | 


e God, inſure the Succeſs of your Labours ) 


| rate to the World, that you ure your- 
ſelf under the happy Influences which you ſeek 
10 ſpread; that your Actions are regulated 
zy the Doctrines you preach ; and that God's 
Glory, and the Religion of the Bleſſed Jeſus, 
are the principal, the only Motives, that ani- 
mate your Condut? and your Views. © 
' This will intitle you to the Bleſſing of | 
God, and the Approbation of all good Men; 
and particularly to the hearty good Wiſhss 


4) 


Your Affectionate, 


tho! Unknown Brother, 
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in our common LoR D, 
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= Hor you will not think, me to 
4 blame, that I have not ſooner 
TN anſwer'd yours, wherein you in- 

ioſed Fog's Journal of the gth of 
December, 1733, and deſir'd me to 


inform BERL and you, of the Motives, Pre- 


tenſions, and Actions of the young Gentlemen, 
there ſtyled METHOD IS TS. As I was in- 
tirely unacquainted with any of them when you 
made me this Requeſt, it muſt needs, you'll allow, 
take up Time, ſo thoroughly to make one's ſelf 
Maſter of this Affair, as to be able to anſwer the 
Deſire of ſo good a Friend, and ſo ſincere a Man, 


as, without Flattery, I may ſay you are; and fo. 


that you may intirely depend upon the Account 5 5 
I. ſhould render you, and govern yourſelf witk 


regard to the Diſpoſition you. intend to make of 7 ; 
the excellent young TY, your Soc. | | 
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"Tx ar I might not be deceived, or give you 
haſty or raſh Aecount of the Practioe or Way 
of Life of this Society, and as I have Time 
upon my Hands, I took the following Method: 
I made a Viſit to an intimate Friend; of C—- 
C—, and he brought me acquainted with two 
or three Gentlemen of M-—,” who gave me a 
very diſmal Account of the Society, and made me 
believe, at the beſt, that the Perſons who con- 
ſtitute it, are miſerable Enthuſiaſts and Zealots ; 
and-T found every one almoſt, with whom I dil- 
courſed on this Subject, ſtrongly prejudic'd againſt 
2 But after all, I could not hear the leaſt 
lur caſt upon the Morals of the young Gentle- 
men; only, as the Letter-Writer in Fog lays to 
their Charge, That they pretended to be more 
religious than their Neighbours ; that they put 
a gloomy and melancholy Face upon Religion, 
and affected greater Auſterities and Exemplari- 


_ neſs, than the Doctrines of the Goſpel requir'd ; 


and that ſome call'd them in Derifion, The Holy, 
or The Godly Club, others The Sacramentariaus, &c. 
But, as I ſaid, that no one offered to call i Que- 
ſtion eicher their Morals or Integrit . q 
ArrxR I had heard all that could be faid 
againſt them by their Enemies, I thought it was 
but fair, to inquire of their Friends what could 
be faid for them: But, alas! ſo ſtrong were the * 


Prejudices againſt them, and ſo general, that I 
Found it no eaſy Matter to meet with any one 


that would own the Name: — Whereupon, de- 
pending upon the Character which their Enemies 
aye them, of Probity and Sincerity, I made my- 
f acquainted with one of the Gentlemen, and 
„700 open d my Mind to him, and defir'd him 
to inform me of their Motives and Views, and 
their particular Inducements to a Singularity of 
Behaviour and Life, which had ſubjected them - 
: - . * of . * to 
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to the Cenſures of ſo many Perſons of Learning 


and Capacity. And from the Gentleman's An- 


ſwer, and the Account he gave me of their Ori- 


ginal and Deſign, I own I was greatly edify'd, 


and I doubt not, but you will likewiſe be much 


pleaſed. In ſhort, the Account which he gave 


me was to the following Effect: viz. 

IN the latter End of the Year 1129, three or 
four ſerious young Gentlemen agreed to paſs cer- 
tain Evenings in every Week together, in order 


to read and obſerve upon the Claſſicks, and on 


Sunday upon ſome Book of Devotion. The fol- 
lowing Summer one of theſe Gentlemen having 
called at the Gaol out of Curioſity to ſee a Man 
condemn'd for killing his Wife, told his Com- 


panions, that from the Talk he had had with one 
of the Debtors there, he verily believed it would 


do much Good, if a ſober Perſon would now and 
then take the Trouble to talk to them: That 


upon his preſſing the Matter, two of his Com- 


panions walk'd down with him to the Caſtle; and 
they were all fo well ſatisfy'd with their Conver- 
ſation there, that they agreed to go thither once 
or twice a Week. The Gentleman who propoſed 


- this, (who, it ſeems, is ſince dead) ſoon after deſir d 


one of his Friends to accompany him in a Viſit 


to a poor Woman in the Town, who was taken 
ſick: And finding their Advice well receiv'd, this 


induc'd them now and then to paſs an Hour in 


. ſuch charitable Viſits to poor People, who were 
taken ill: But Jeſt Offence ſhould be given to 


the Miniſter of the Pariſn where ſuch poor People 
liv'd, they thought it neceſſary always to apply 


to ſuch Miniſter for his Conſent and Approba- 


tion; and furthermore they apply'd to the Gentle- 
man who had the Care of ſuch of the Priſoners as 
were under Sentence of Condemnation, and who 


las Chaplain to the then Ld. Bp. of Oxford, for his 
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8 of their Viſits to the Priſoners, and 
of one of the Gentlemens Deſign of preaching to 


the Priſoners once a Month, if his Lordſhip ap- 
. prov'd of it. The Gentleman, for his own Part, 
approv'd the Deſign, and undertook that the 
Biſhop would do the ſame; and ſoon after figni- - 


fy'd his Lordſhip's Permiſſion, and hearty Wiſhes 


for the good Succeſs of it. 


TRE Gentleman aſſur'd me, That they were 


ſo diffident of themſelves, eſpecially when they 
found a Spirit of contemptuous Raillery ſtirr'd up 
againſt them on theſe Occaſions, that they took 
Advice from time to time of a worthy and vene- 


rable Gentleman, a near Relation of one of them, 


- who had much Knowledge and Experience of the 
World; and, that they might have nothing to 
| 2 themſelves with, form'd their Conduct 


upon his Advice; and upon the Encouragement 


he gave them, they were determin'd at all Events, 
to perſevere in the laudable Courſe they had be- 
gun. He was ſo kind to ſhew me his Friend's 
encouraging Epiſtles, and oblig'd me with a 
- Tranſcript- of ſome Paſſages, which I was the 


more pleaſed with, as it gave me not only a Te- 
ſtimony of the becoming Modeſty of the Gentle - 


men to ſubmit themſelves to the Opinion of a 
Perſon of Years and Diſcretion (which took off 
from them the Imputation of Conceit and Self- 
opinion); but as it gave me a high Notion of the 
Piety and good Senſe of the venerable Author. 
I will give you, Sir, the Tranſcripts, as I took 


them. You'll find by the firſt, that the young 


Gentlemen had modeſtly intimated their Appre- 
henſions of making Enemies to themſelves by 
the Courſe they had enter'd upon; for the old 
FG, nels bot Bite noay. 
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* I AM afraid, leſt the main Objection you 
make againſt your going on in the Buſineſs 
with che Priſoners, may ſecretly proceed from 
Fleſh and Blood: For who can harm you, if 
you are Followers of that which is ſo g00d 
And which will. be one of the Marks by which 
the Shepherd of Iſrae l will know his Sheep at 


« the Laſt-day? And tho” it were 'poſſible for 


you to ſuffer a little in this Cauſe, you would ' 
* have a Confeflor's: Reward. Go on then, in 
%“ God's Name, in that Path to which your Sa- 
& yiour has directed you, and that Track where- 
„in I have gone before you: For even when I 
«© was an Under-graduate at Oxford, 1 viſited 
b thoſe in the Caſtle there, and can reflect on it 


1 * with great Satisfaction to this Day —— Walk 


6 as prudently as you can, tho''not fearfr. Ul, and S 


« my Heart and Prayers are with you. 


© Your firſt regular Step is to cankide with 
be him (if any ſuch there be) who has a Juriſ- 
& diction over the Priſoners; and the next is, 
5 to obtain the Dicection and Approbatiyh of 
** your ] Biſhop. 
— 1 bleſs God, who has given you Grate 


| F* and Caurage to turn the War again{t the World 


£ and the Devil, which is the beſt Way to. con- N 
c quer them: Tou have but one more Enemy 
to combat with, The Fleſb; which if you take 


f þ & Care to ſubdue, (by Faſting and Prayer)there 
X - © will be no more for you to do, but to prorecd 
de ſteadily: in the ſame Courſe, any EY the Y 


we Cron which fades not away.” 55 | 
2 to the: pong Gentlemiieepregolds 
tion of the uncharitable Cenſures and Raillery to 


| -which they were expoſed, the venerable 00 


Man thus writes: 00 
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urs Evening, in our Courſe of Read- 


% 


< ing, I thought I found an Anſwer to yours, 4 
that would be more proper, than any I myſelf 


< could dictate: Tho', ſince it will not be eaſily 


©. Hoax, paos KaVYNCS Vee Va DETAIL, TH agkht- 
cc 


ce, UTegTepradouat 7) xaααE What would you 
be? Would you be Angels? I queſtion whether 


<& fe&ion, than ſteadily to do Good, and for that 
* Reaſon. patiently and meekly to ſuffer Evil. 
For my Part, on the preſent View of your 
Actions and Deſigns, my daily Prayer is, Fhat 
God would keep you Humble; and then 4 am 
ſure, that if you continue to ſuffer for Righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, tho it be but in a lower Degree, 
/ © the Spirit of Grace and Glory 
„ good meaſure, reſt upon you. ——- 
Be never weary of well doing. Never look 
& back; for you know that the Prize and the 
'< Grown are. before you! Tho I can ſcarce 
c think ſo meanly of you, as that you would be 
<< diſcourag'd' with the Crackling of Thorns un- 
e der a Pot. Be not high-minded; but fear. 
-_*. Preſerve an equal Temper of Mind under what- 
ever Treatment you meet with from a not very 
juſt or well-natur d World. Bear no more Sail 
e than is neceſſary; but ſteer. ffcady. The leſs 
you value yourſelves for theſe Unfaſhionable 


Duties, (as there is no ſuch thing as Works of 4 


« Supererogation) the more all good and wiſe 
& Men will value you, if they ſee your Actions 
are of a Piece: Or; what is infinitely better, 
HE by whom Actions and Intentions are 


dec weigh'd,- will hoh accept, eſteem, and re- 
72 | 4 
& ward you. e, 250d a 


* tranſlated, I chuſe to ſend it in the Original: 4 


4 Mortal can ariſe. to a greater State of Per- 


. 3 : e 
Se e Ae 4 : 
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mall, in ſome * 


T AIS 


urs, Sir, you'll own, is a noble Strain of 
Piety, that ſavours of the Primitive Pattern. If 
the wiſe Ones of the World account this Enthu- 


Tr 


47 F ſiaſm, let me, I pray God, at my laſt Hour, have 
no vorſe Reflection to make upon my paſt Life 


and experienc d a Judge! 


How happy are theſe Sacramentariams, theſe Mes 


AF tbodiſts, theſe Enthuſiaſts, as their Enemies: call 


them, to have ſo very excellent a Director And 


: þ how much are they to be commended for/ſub- 


mitting their Conduct and Deſigns to ſo pious 

# Willa ties 16 
Veo theſe Encouragements, the young 
Gentlemen continued to meet together; and the 
better to confirm themſelves in the good Courſe 


and Actions, than will naturally reſult from 
having been guſhy of ſuch Enthuſiaſm as this! 


they had begun, they thought it requiſite to 


Communicate at the Cathedral as often as they had 


A Opportunity; which was once a Week; And 
hence their Ill-willers gave them the Nahe of 


Sacramentarians. They continued their Services 


to the poor Priſoners ; viſited ſuch of their Ac 
Z quaintance as were ſick, and ſeveral poor Fami- 
lies beſides in Town, and made Collections from 
the Well-diſpoſed, and among one another, ro _ 
procure Phyſick, and other Reliefs to the bodily. 


Neceſſities, as by their beſt Advice and Prayers 


Pleaſures, in order to enable them to ſupport the 


Expence which attended this good Courſe; and 


not, as the Gentleman aſſur d me, from any me- 


4 they did to the Spiritual Wants, where needed; 
and abridg'd themſelves of ſome Diverſions and 


lancholy Habit, or Gloomineſs of Diſpoſitien, 


which this Method had brought them into: For, 


as he declar'd, Religion is a chearful Thing; and 


the Satisfactions they reaped from the Senſe of 
har ng perform'd what they took te be their Duty, 
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before, of a weekly Communion. 


(83. 
however imperfectly, were greater, and of 4 
Higher Nature, than any they had ever before 
Experienc'd/ And this, Sir, no one can better ac> #® 
count for than yourſelf, whoſe Life has been ſo 1 
eminently ſpent in a regular Courſe of doing Good 
to all within the Compaſs of your Knowledge. 


Turk are Three Points to which theſe 


Gentlemen think themſelves oblig'd to adhere, 
and their Practice of which has brought upon 
them the Reproaches of all ſach who have been 
wrought upon by more relaxed Principles, or 
by: Milrepreſentations of the Views and Actions 
of this little Society; for a large one, I doubt, 
conſidering the Oppoſition they meet with, and 
the Depravity of the Age, there is little Room 
to expect or hope it will ever be. 4 
Tun firſt is, That of Viſiting and Relieving 
the Priſoners and the Sick, and giving away 
Bibles, Common- Prayer Books, and the Whole 


Duty of Man, where they find they will be well 
Teceiv'd, and explaining the Neceſſity and Uſe- 
fulneſs of thoſe holy Books at all Opportunities, 
to thoſe to whom they give them; and to the 


Children of poor Families they give and explain 


the Catechiſm, Sc. and now and then for their 


Encouragement, drop a Shilling, or ſo, where 
they think it needful and acceptable. = 
Ax, 2dly, In order to confirm and ſtrengthen 
theſe good Diſpoſitions in themſelves, they find 
great Comfort and Uſe, in taking the Opportu- 


nities which the Place gives them, as I intimated 


* 


AN p, 3dly, They obſerye ſtrictly the Taſts of 
the Church: And this has given Occaſion ro ſuch 


as do not approve of them, abuſively to call them 


Supererogation- Men. 


Os s ER VI Ne the Gentlem in 1 talked with, 


and got theſe Lights from, to be a very mage 


ov- 237 


Pm -@ oo folk lo} f My 


1594 


And dingenuous Man, I threw in his Way tws 6f 


; 1 conſider d and digeſted, than their II“: willers 
generally imagine them to be. 


three Gbjections to the Method they were in, in 
reſpect to the Singularity of the Thing, and wiſh'd 
their Zeal were not too warm and active, Oc. 

But I found he was very well prepar'd to give 
ſolid Anſwers to what I ſaid, and ſuch as ſhew'd 


that their Notions and Principles were better 


H x ſaid, They did not conceive that they did 


any thing that was not requir'd of them by the 
Duties of the Chriſtian Religion: That the genera! 
Diſuſe of a Duty could not by any Means excuſe 
the Neglect of it. That twas true, they met 


with too many Diſcouragements, and more than 


they could have apprehended from the Diſintereſt- 


edneſs of their Deſigns; and he enumerated ſome 


of them, from ſeveral Men of Wit in Chr. Ch-< 
and M —; and that even ſome Gentlemen, 
noted for Learning, and in eminent Stations of 
Life, had deſcended to forcible Arguments and 
Mlenaces, to ſame of their Members, and had 
even influenc'd one or two of them, which had 


been great Matter of Triumph to their gay Oppo- 
nents: And even that a Meeting of the Officers 


NO 


1 and Seniors of a certain College, had been held td 


put a Stop to the Progreſs of Enthuſiaſm in it, as 


they called it; and that it was given out there- 
upon, that the Godiy Club was to be blown up: 
That all theſe Diſcouragements, however; had 
not at all diſhearten'd the reſt ; and they were nd 
2 otherwiſe concerned, than as theſe Rubs and 


Contumelies leſſen d the Influences of their goo 
Deſign, thinking it, as he ſaid, a ſmall Matter 


: to be judged by Man's Judgment: That as they 


. 
93 
W 
/ 


conceived the Obſervation of theſe Points was 


their Duty, and requir'd at their Hands, they 
thought they ought by no Means to diſpenſe with 


- F 0 


them 
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them; but that to ſuch as were not of the ſame 
Opinion, and could not be prevail'd upon to 
think as they did, they preſerved all manner of 
Charity : 'That they appealed to the Law and to 
the Teſtimony, by which he conceived they ought F 
to be judged; and that if by them they could be. 
proved in an Error, they would willingly retract 7 
it; but if not, that they had not ſo learn'd Chriſt, 
as to renounce any Part of his Service, tho' Men 
ſhould ſay all manner of Evil againſt them, and 
that with more Induſtry, and as little Truth, as 
they have hitherto done: That if the Neglect of 
known Duties were to be the Condition of fecure- 
ing their Reputation, fare it well ; they thought 


there was no Choice in ſo unequal a Competition. 


Bur, however, he own'd, that they were not 
altogether ſo inſenſible as to be wholly unaffected 
with the Reproaches of the World, eſpecially as 
many Reports had been given out of their Cu- 
ſtoms, Cc. which had no Foundation in Truth; 
but that they were not concern d ſo much for their 
own Sakes, as for the Obſtruction it gave to their 
good Deſign: And becauſe the Relation in which 
the Old Gentleman I mention d, ſtood to ſome 
of them, ſhould not be thought to have made 
him partial to their Proceedings, and that they 
might not ſeem to 4 1 too much upon their own 
Judgments, that they had laid open their Motives 
and Deſigns, and related the Diſcouragements 
they met with, and crav'd the Advice and Direc- 
tion of a Clergymanas, eminent for Wiſdom and 
Integrity, as moſt private Men in the Three 
Kingdoms. As the Anſwer of this worthy Gentle- 
man may be particularly affecting to you in the 
Diſpoſition of your Son, which was ſo great a 
Motive to you to put me upon this Inquiry, I ob- 
tained a Copy of it, which is as follows, viz. 


Good 
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Good Sir, tt ow BY 
Pretty while after the Date yours came 
A to my Hands. I wav'd my Anſwer till 1 
had an Opportunity of conſulting ..... who, 


© upon all Accounts, is a more proper Judge of . 


the Affair than I am: But I could never yet Fs 
find a fit Occaſion for it. | 


As to my own Senſe of this Matter, I confeſs 


I cannot but heartily approve that ſerious and 
religious Turn of Mind, which prompts you 
and your Aſſociates to thoſe pious and chari- 
table Offices; and can have no Notion of that 
Man's Senſe of Religion, or Concern for the 
Honour of the Univerſity, that oppoſes you, 
ſo far as your Deſign reſpeCts the Colleges. I 
ſhould be loth to ſend a Son of mine into any 
Seminary, where his converſing with virtuous 
young Men, whoſe profeſs'd Deſign of meet- 
ing together, at proper Times, was to aſſiſt 
each other in forming good Reſolutions, and 


encouraging one another to execute them with 


Conſtancy and Steadineſs, was inconſiſtent 
with any receiv'd Maxims, or Rules of Life 7 
among the Members. 1 
As to the other Branches of your Deſign; 
as the Town is divided into Pariſhes, each of 
which has its proper Incumbent; and as there 

is probably an Eccleſiaſtic vho has the Charge 

of the Priſoners, Prudence may direct you to 
conſult them: For tho* I dare not ſay you 


would be too officious, ſhould you of your 


own mere Motion ſeek out the Perſons that 
want your Inſtructions, or charitable Contri- 
butions; yet, ſhould you have the Concurrence as... 
of their proper Paſtor, thoſe good Offices 


* would be leſs liable to Cenſure.? © © th 
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I was agreeably ſurpriz'd at the Circum- 


ſpection wherewith theſe young Gentlemen had 


proceeded in this Aﬀair, and was the more pleaſed 


with their Deſign, as I found it a deliberate 
Thing, and not the raſh Effect of intemperate 
_ Zeal, youthful Fire, or Self-conceit, which might 


have puſh'd ſome Perſons on to purſue theſe 
Methods upon falſe or inconſiderate Motives. 
And the young Gentleman acquainted me, That 
what had made them think it more neceſſary to 


ſubmit to the Advice of ſuch as they had Reaſon 


to think much wiſer than themſelves, was, the 
Anger that a worthy Gentleman conceiv'd at his 
Son, who was the chief Promoter of their Deſign, 
having writ to him in the following Terms —— 
* You can't conceive what a Noiſe that Ridicu- 
& lots Society, that you have engag'd in, hag 
made here. Beſides the Particulars of the 
great Follies of it at Oxford, which, to my 
great Concern, I have often heard repeated, it 
gave me ſenſible Trouble to hear that you 
were noted for going into the Villages about 
Holt, entring into poor Peoples Houſes, calling 
their Children together, teaching them theiy 
Prayers and Catechiſm, and giying them a 
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« 


Shilling at your Departure, ” 


a 


Oyx Society, ſaid the young Gentleman, 
might eaſily have borne the Reproach of being 
accounted Ridiculous for a Practice ſo laudable 
and inoffenſive as this, had it not been the Sen- 
timent of a worthy Gentleman, the Father of a 
Perſon greatly reſpected by us both for his own, 
and his Son's fake; But it behov'd us, con- 
tinued he, to proceed in the moſt wary and pru- 
dent Manner, when, join'd to an Authority ſo 


venerable as his own, he added as follows in his 
Wes bt oe MORO e 
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up to our Duty, much leſs intitles us to reckon 


[443 


Letter: I could not, ſays he, but adviſe with 
“. a wiſe, learned and pious Clergyman : He told 
ce me, That he had known the worſt of Conſe- 


c quences ariſe from ſuch blind Zeal, and plainly . 
b {atisfied me, that it was a thorough Miſtake of 
true Piety and Religion. He concluded 
with ſaying, 'That you was young as yet, and 
that your Judgment was not come to its Ma- 
turity : Bur thar, as your Judgment improv'd, 


& 


& and on the good Advice of a true Friend, you 
= cc 
1 


would ſee the Error of the Way you was in, 
and think (as he does) that you may walk up- 
rightly and ſafely, without endeavouring to 


. out-doallthe good Biſhops, Clergy, and other 


cc 


pious good Men of the preſent and paſt Ages.” 
You ſee, Sir, ſaid he, when he read me this, 
we have no great Merit to attribute to ourſelves 


j on the Score of our Circumſpection, which was in 


a manner forc'd upon us by the united Cenſures of 
two ſo conſiderable Perſons, and that ſoon after 
our ſetting out. He told me, with great Concern 

and mingled Reſignation, That it had pleaſed 
God to deprive them of the Gentleman to whom 


: this Letter was directed, and who was the Ori- 
ginal of their Deſign; and ſpoke with great 


Honour of him, and Humility of themſelves ; 


3 wiſhing, that they were as deſerving as he, of 
ſome of thoſe Titles that were, tho' in Raillery, 
beſtow'd upon them; and they ſhould be well 
content, he ſaid, that their Life too ſhould be 
counted Madneſs, and their End thought to be 
= without Honour: But the Truth is, continu d 
he, our Title to Holineſs ſtands upon much leſs 


ſtable Foundations, as you will perceive, when 
you reflect upon the Ground of this wonderful 


3 Outcry, which I have made you acquajnted 


with, and which we are far from thinking comes 


upon 
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upon as Works of Supererogation, as our Op- 
ponents lay at our Door. 

L tory him, That the World might perhaps 
haye conceived the greater Prejudice againſt them, 
for- want of knowing what he had fo kindly ac- 
quainted me with; and that I thought they 
ſhould, in order to remove Objections, and tlie 
Occaſion of IIl- will, condeſcend to ſet forth their 
Deſigns and Motives to ſome of their moſt learn- 
ed wid candid Opponents, who being once ſet 
right, might influence others to think as favour- 

i ably of them, and their Conduct, as I did. 
He ſaid, They had not been wanting in this; 
for that, when they found the Clamour increaſe 
againſt them, that they might ſhew what little 
Ground there was for it, they thought it proper to 
propoſe to their Friends and Opponents equally, 
as they had Opportunity, theſe or the like 
Queſtions; which I got him to give me in Write- 
ing, as they explain their Conduct, and the 
Reaſons of it, more particularly than has been 

/ hitherro mentioned. 


I. Whether it does not concern all Men, of ali 
Conditions, to imitate Him, as much as they can, 
who went about doing Good? 10 7 
M betber all Chriſtians are not concern d in bat 
Command, While we have Time, let us do God 
| unto all Men? 
 IVhetber we (hall not be the more p bappy bere- I 
| | = the more Good we do now ? WH 
Whether we can be bappy at all hereafter, unleſs s 
de have, according to our Power, fed the Hungry, 
65 the Naked, viſited thoſe that are ſick, 
and in Priſon, and made all thoſe Actions ſubſer- 
vient to abi 485 Furpaſe, even the W * . 
r. Death 


. 8 H 3 5 I 
. 5 x ; ; 
* * ' "Pay 


* — 4 my = — — — 
— - za _ oe - AC — - : 25 — 4 — LY ye it * 
e r 90% were uy, 2 oo ES — 5 n 2 — — - * Fas — - 2 — at - 
__ TRall® te I of 3 <p, - 2 LETS. * — r 2 Yr > — mn —_ P =; - r bo 
— ” — — , — ＋ So — — — a» * E _ — 8 —— — * 2 
2 4 3 : b 
— — _ 
9 Es on. — ace _ ———__ 


- « 


150 

- * Whether it be not our bounden Duty, always to 

 *# yemember, that He did more for us, than we dun 
ö i do for Him, who aſſures us, Inaſmuch as ye have 
1) ˖õͤ&done it to one of the leaſt of _ A W 5 
0 ve have done it unto Me? 
e II. Mbelber, upon theſe 8 We may 
* 1 not try to do Good to our Ip ICI Ii par 
XZ ticular, 
t 3 MWhether we may not try to convince them of the 
= Þ Neceſtuy of being Cbriftians? . 
M betber of the conſequent” Neceſfity of being 
„ 7 Scbolars ? 
e U betber of the Neceſſity of Method and Indufry, 


e in order to either Learning or Virtus, 
ad N betber we may not try to meds them to 
„confirm and increaſe. their, Indaſtry; by cm. & 
© nicating as often as they can ? 
1 Whether we may not mention to tbem tbe Authors, 
* ove, we conceive to have writ beſt on theſe Sub- 
jectss 
I betrber we may not aſſiſt them, as ue are able, 
from Time to Time, to form Refolutions upon what 

id X they read in theſe Authors, and to execute them 
„ vith Sreadineſs and fee N Fr, 5 


1 11. Whether, upon the Conſiderations abowe- 

d mention d, we may not try to do Good to them that / 
are bungry, naked, or ſick? In particular, 

] beiber, if we know any neceſſitous Family, we | 
may not give them 4 little Food, Cloaths, or Phyſics od 


" 
& + 
Hs. 


5 as they moſt want & 

„U berber we may not give them, if they can 

'» read, a Bible, Common Prayer-book, and 1 
* I Whole Duty of Man ? 

s = Whether we may not, nom and then, inquire 3 

3 they have us'd them, explain what they dont 


underſtand, and enforce what they do: 4 
1 Whether 
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Whether we may not enforce upon them, tors © 
eſpecially, the Neceſſity of Private Prayer, and of © 
frequenting the Church, and the Sacrament ? 
Whether we may not contribute what little we 
are able, toward having their Children cloath'd, 
and taught to read © 5 
N betber we may not take care, that they be 
// taught their Catechiſm, and ſbort Prayers for 
Morning and Evening © oy 


Laſtly, Whether, upon the Conſiderations above= 
mention d, we may not try to do Good to thoſe that 
are in Priſon ® In particular, 


] hetber we may not releaſe ſuch well-diſpos*d 3 


; Perſons as remain in Priſon for ſmall Sums & : 
M betber we may not lend ſmall Sums to thoſe 
_ that ate of any Trade, that they may procure them- 
' ſelves Tools and Materials to work with? 
_ . Whether we may not give thoſe, who appear to 
want it moſt, a little Money, or Gloaths, or Phyſic © 
M betber we may not ſupply as many as are 
/ ſerious enough to read them, with a Bible, and 
The Whole Duty of Man? —_ 
+ Whether we may not, as we have Opportunity, 
© explain and enforce them, eſpecially with regard to 
Publick and Private Prayer, andthe Sacrament £ 


_ He faid, They never met with any Perſon 
who anſwer d any of theſe Queſtions in the Ne- 
gative: But that they found ſeveral, who on this 
Explanation, and, Expoſtulations thereupon, in- 
creaſed their little Stock of Money for the Pri- 
foners, by ſubſcribing ſomewhat Quarterly to- 
wards. it. Nor did they find any one who enter 
tain'd the leaſt Doubt of its being lawful to a- 
propriate to this Uſe that Time and Money, 
which might otherwiſe have been expended on 


LETS, 


E 
the more faſhionable Diverſions of the Place: So 
that, concluded he, the more Perſons we propoſed 
our Deſign to, the more we were confirm'd in 
the Belief of its Innocence; and the more de- 
termin'd we were, of conſequence, to purſue it, 
notwithſtanding the Ridicule and Deriſion where- 
with we were more and more loaded. 
BEIN thus abundantly fatisfy'd in whatever 
II defird to know relating to theſe Gentlemen, 
after having made ſincere Acknowledgments for 
his Frankneſs and Candour, I left the Gentleman, 
and the City, not without aſſuring him of my 
„„ MF hearty Prayers for the Succeſs of their. pious De- 
a A ſigns, and for their Perſeverance therein, and 
; prudent Conduct amidſt ſo many Opponents and 
ſe FT Gainſayers: Not forgetting to drop a ſmall Lar- 


- gets towards promoting their pious and charitable 
WM Deſign. 3 5 
10 Gru me Leave, Sir, now to make a few 
2 Obſervations on the Premiſes, and on the Letter 
re in Fg's Journal, which gave Occaſion to this 
2 Inquiry; which has ended ſo much to my (as, 
I doubt not, it will to your) Satisfaction. 

Ys A s to the firſt, tho' it. cannot be expected, 
to that theſe young Gentlemen ſhould gain any 


Number to join them, in ſuch an Age as this; 
yet, if they do nothing but what is ſtrictly their 
n Duty, who ſhall venture to condemn them? By 
ſe⸗ the plain Account 1 have given of their Proceed- 
us Wings, the Truth of which I cannot find diſputed 
n- by their warmeſt Opponents at Oxford, we per- 
ri- ceive them to be well -juſtify'd by the Rules of 


* ” 


o- the Goſpel: And if this be the Caſe, it is no 


r- great Credit to the Perſons, or Compliment to 
p- the Age, that ſo great a Number treat them on 
Ys the foot of Enthuſiaſts and Zealots. It looks as 
on if the ſtrict Rules of primitive Chriſtianity were 
hs remov'd a great way out of Sight, that we are 

= Z D | not 
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not able to Behold the leaſt Attempt toward 


[reviving them, without Wonder and Offence. 
The Letter charges them with obſerving M edneſ- 
-days and Fridays every Week, as Faſts: But if 


they obſerve the Mans ſday as Matter of Pru- 
dence, and the Friday as Matter of Duty injoin d 


by our own Church, Where is the Offence, 


where the Crime, where the Cauſe for all this 3 
Clamour? Have they not a Title to act with the 
ſame . Freedom, in their own Caſe, as any one 


has to differ from them, and to be of a contrary 


Opinion? But what is ſtill more in their Favour, 


we find by what 1 have related, that they are not 


govern'd dy Caprice and Whimſy, by their own 


Opinions and Fancies only: They have ſubmitted J 
their Conduct, and taken the Advice of Men of 


noted Piety, good Senſe, riper Vears, and Expe- 
rience, and have had their Approbation and Pray- 
ers too in every material Step they have taken; 


which is perhaps a Point, that if their Adverſaries 


had known, they would have been a little more 


ſparing of their Reproaches and Raillery, at leaſt 
of that Part which lays to their Charge Opinio- 


- natry and Singularity. The Knowledge of this 
might have made them ſilent, and reflet?. | 
_As'for the Letter which gave Birth to the 


Inquiry that has occaſion'd theſe Lines, I will 
" beftow- a few Remarks upon it; tho' I am per- 


ſuaded, that, for the Writer's Sake, it were much 


better it were intirely forgotten; for Iam:forry 
to ſay, that it diſcovers a Want of good Senſe, 
good Manners, and Chriſtian Charity, and ſnews 
as much Zeal in a bad Cauſe, as thoſe Gentlemen 
/ "expreſs in a good one. . : 

Hx compares them to the Pjetifts in Saxony 


and Switzerland, and to the ſſenes among the 


Feus: By this he diſcovers his Ignorance; and 
let him (for I have not Room, nor do you want, 
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Sr, to be inform'd: in this Caſe) recolle& the 


: 3 Rules of thoſe: Sectaries, and compare them not 
with what he ſays is 7hought, but what he may 
if inform himſelf really. is, and what J have related 


to be theſe Gentlemens Method, and he will find 
the vaſt Diſparity between them: He will find, 


e, chat the Methodiſts, as he calls them, ſet up no 
is neo DotFrines, but only endeavour to. follow 


4 ſuch as they find already laid down in the holy 
27 Goſpel; no Rules, but what are conformable to 


that; and pretend only to govern themſelves by 
7 /uch Methods as they find preſcribed to them in 
common with alt Chriſtians, and not which they 
| Z themſelves preſcribe and impoſe on one another, 
as ſeveral new Sects have done with great Singu- 
= 7Zarity and Affectation. Indeed, thus far perhaps 


they may be compared to the Eſſenes among the 
X Fows ; i. e. in the Simplicity of their Diet, and 
egularity of their Life; by which, as Foſepbus 
FX witneſſes, (cap. viii. De Bell. Fud.) it was uſual for 
many of that Sect to attain to an hundred Years 
of Age. And if it ſhall pleaſe God to give theſe 
Gentlemen the Grace to perſevere, and the Bleſ- 
2X fing of ſo long a Life, they may be a Means of 
FX reforming a vicious World; and may rejoice in 
the Good they have done, perhaps Half a Century 
after moſt of their Social Opponents, the gay 
Scoffers of the preſent Generation, are laid low, 
and forgotten, as if they had never been. But 
you will agree with me, Sir, that the Letter- 


2X writer intended em not this faireſt Side of the _ 


2X Compariſon ; but was willing to ſhew his Read- 


9 ing, tho at the Expence of his Judgment and 


his Charity. 


Tu Ev avoid, ſays he, as much as is poſſible, 
every Object that may affect them with any 


3 pleaſant and grateful Senſation.“] I am ſorry 


J this ungenerous Writer is unable to judge of the 
= -- D 2 pleaſing 
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pleaſing and grateful Senſations, (if one may uſe 
ſo low a Word for ſo high a Purpoſe) that ariſe 
from the Conſcience of having relieved the 
"Miſerable : What can inſpire a nobler and more 
exalted Pleaſure, than to ſee, by what is ſpared 
from our Luxury and Superfluities, the Hungry 
fed, the Sick relieved, the Naked cloathed, the 
. oppreſſed Mind chear'd and made glad, the Pri- 
oner enlarged, and the Mouths of even the 
Profligate taught to overflow with Praiſes, and 
to ſing Thankſgivings to that gracious Providence 
which has put it into the Hearts of theſe generous 
Youths to comfort and relieve them, both with 
regard to Temporals and Spirituals? Who can 
hear the liſping Children of the Poor taught to 
acknowledge the God that made them, and to 
inſtruct, by the Repetition, even their abject and 
untaught Parents in the principal Duties of the 
Chriſt ian Religion, without being affected with 
Joy and Tranſport, far exceeding that which 
reſults from the ſhort-liv'd Pleaſures which this 
groveling Writer appears to eſteem ſo grateful 
and pleaſing? — I will venture to affirm, and 
I am ſorry the Letter-writter is unable to judge 
of it, that there is more true and ſolid Satisfaction 
ariſing to a generous Mind, from the doing a 
kind and beneficent Action to his Fellow-crea- 
rures, that t his Aſſiſtance, and languiſh in the 
Abſence ofthe common Comforts of Life, than 
from all that$can be found from the moſt affece- 
ing Pleaſures of Senſe. He knows nothing of | 
the ſeraphick Pleaſure of having cheared the 
drooping Spirit, and comforted the deſponding 
Heart ; a Pleaſure, which makes the Eye of the 
generous Man to gliſten with Joy, and his in- 
larged Heart to bound in his Boſom, and over- 
flow in Praiſes to the Divine Power, which has 
enabled him to do the Good he rejoices in. 
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Ho falſly, how perverſely are ſuch Perſons as 
XZ theſe call'd Sons of Sorrow, and Men who doom 


themſelves to an abſurd and perpetual Melan- 


; choly! Or rather, how much are theſe Scoffers 


to be pitied, who cannot riſe to a Capacity of 
comprehending the ecſtatick Pleaſures which 

hourly fill the Minds of thoſe they fo raſhly 
condemn ! and which are inſeparable from the 
Conſciouſneſs of having done ſome Part of the 


Duty required of them by the Author of their 


Being, in Acts of Beneficence to their Fellow- 
Creatures. | | 
HE proceeds, All Social Entertainments 
& and Diverſions are diſapproved of.” How 
can that be, when they themſelves are a Society; 
and the Diverſions and Entertainments which 
they chuſe, are of the nobleſt Nature, and muſt 


be heighten'd by Communication? But may we 


venture to judge what the Letter-writer means 
by Social Entertainments and Diverſions? 
Are they not thoſe of the Social Bottle, and what 
flows from the Company and Converſation of 
Perſons of ſuch a ludicrous Turn of Mind as his 
own? Burt let him remember, that every one is 
not entertained or diverted alike. One Man may 
think very meanly of that, which is the bigheſt 
Gratification to another, as this Writer finds in 


the preſent Caſe, I will anſwer for it, that theſe 


Gentlemen think they enjoy all Social Entertain- 
ments and Diverſions in as high a Degree at the 
leaſt, as the Letter-writer, tho' perhaps they 
would not care to take em at his Choice, and tis 
likely could not in his Company. They 
think it, doubtleſs, a great Pleaſure, to ſave 
Money from ſuch Social Entertainments and Di- 
verſions as he ſpeaks of, to beſtow on the much 
more noble Purpoſes, which the Letter-writer 
diſapproves, ridicules, and does his utmoſt En- 
* | LS deavour 
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detvour to diſparage, and render ineffectual; 
and this, without Provocation, for his Entertain- 
ment aud Diverſion only. A noble Divirſion, 
truly! to fport with the Reputation of others, 
and to ridicule the good Intentions of Perfons it 
would much better become him to endeavour to 
bitte. | | | 
AND in endeavouring to avoid Luxury, 
* pritrſues he, they not only exclude what is con= 
e yenient;” that is, what the Letter-writer 
thinks convenient; but what theſe Gentlemen per- 
haps think ſuperfluous: And who is the propereſt 
Judge in this Caſe; he for them, or they for them- 
felves 9 — But if they are not ſuperfluous in the 
Eſteem of either, ſappoſe they think they ſpare 
what they can, and therefore ought to do without, 
for the ſake of ſupplying with Neceſſaries thoſe - 
who are itt actual Maut“ Ought they, for this, 
to be made the Subject of licentious Raillery2— 
They not only exclude what is convenient, but 
hat is abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of 
© Life.” Abſurd Railer! how then do they 
live, if they deny themſelves what is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the Support of Life? — But 
*rwill be ſaid, this Expreſſion is to be taken with 
Allowance But ſhall he be intitled to Alowance, 
who makes none, where all manner of Allowances 
are due? And where the beft Intention muſt, at 
leaſt, be granted, and bis acknowledged the worſe, 
that of ridiculing Acts of Piety and Charity 5 — 
He goes on; — ** Fanſying (as is thought) that 
e Religion was deſign'd to contradict Nature.“ 
A ſtrange Fancy truly! That Nature which is 
averſe from all Evil, and inclin'd to-all Gord, 
ought to be contradicted! That the Chriſtian 
Religion ſhould raiſe us above it ; and make our 
Nature ſuch, as it came out of the Hands of 
its Creator, He adds, © They negle& and vo- 
* luntarily 
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'& luntarily afflict their Bodies, and practiſe ſeve- 
< ral rigorous and ſuperfiuous-Cultoms, which 
* God never required of them. 1 
and Fridays are ſtrictly to be kept as Faſt: 
and Blood Jet once a Fortnight to keep down 
the Carnal Man (ſays this abaudon d Proll). 
But let us proceed with his barbarous and ill- 
tim d Levity; and let the Repetition of it make 
the Scoſſer bluſh, if he be capable of it: And 
eg at Dinner, they ſigh for the Time they are 
obliged to ſpend in Eating: Every Morning 
*© to riſe at Four o' Clock, is ſuppos d a Duty; 
and to employ two Hours a Day in ſinging of 
„ Pſalms and Hymns, (dreadſul Charges theſe, 
mere tbey true) is judg d as an indiſpenſable 
Duty requiſite to the Being of a Chriſtian. 
In ſhort, they practiſe every thing contrary 
tothe Judgment of other Perſons, and allow- 
* none to have any, but thoſe of their own 
© Sect, which : (/ays -tbis round Aſertor) is 
„ fartheſt from it. — Half: this Cenſure, 
tho from a »profeſs'd Enemy, is real Praiſe; 
and the reſt is ſo contrary to Truth, ſuch ſhame- 
ful and low Scurrility, and is ſo ſufficiently con- 
tradicted by what I have related, that — 7 
Notice of it is intirely unneceſſary. 
Tur Pattern, which he ſays, they propoſe to 
take from Origen, and the whole Paragraph there- 
upon, is too fooliſn and abſurd to merit Qbſer- 
vation; but only as it ſerves to ſnew what manner 
of Spirit this Writer is of, and that he has not, if 
one may judge by that and another virulent Hint 
he gives, a Capacity. ſufficient to: qualify him ſo 
: much as for a tolerable Buffoon. This abominable 
: Hint is a Mark of the moſt} deteſtable Spirit of 
Calumny and Detraction that was ever ſeen; and 
I would refer it to the Conſeience ofithe Writer, 
ince he can: thus ſtab in the Dark, and dares nn 
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mx his Name to the horrid Scandal, how he would 


be content to bear this Sort of Uſage himſelf. By 
ſuch a Spirit as this Man's, were the firſt Oppoſers 
of Chriſtianity acted. Their Enemies reported, 


that the Primitive Chriſtians were guilty of In- 


ceſts, and the moſt abominable Pollutions, in 
their Aſſemblies: That they kill'd and ate young 
Infants, Sc. And let both Parts of the Parallel 
have due Force; this Detractor's, to that of the 
malignant Heathen; theirs, to the innocent and 
Higiatiged firſt Chriſtians ; to which both bear 


* ſo near a Reſemblance. 


Bor hear another Inſtance of the Abſurdity 
and Folly of the Letter-writer : * Some, ſays 
© he, are apt to aſcribe their gloomy and diſ- 
* confolate Way of Life, to Want of Money; 


I thus being deny'd the Enjoyment of thoſe 


** Pleaſures they chiefly deſire, they are weigh'd 
s down by an habitual Sorrow.” Was ever 
any thing more abſurd 2 — Their gloomy Way 
of Life is owing to V ant of Money, and there- 
fore they throw it away, (as this Author would 


be thought to reckon it, in good Books, Bibles, 


Catechiſms, Whole Duty of Man, &c.) and give it 
to the Poor, to the Priſoners, to the Sick, Ec. 


The Matter of Fact is, Fir, They do not think 


their Way of Life either di/conſolate or gloomy ; 


but as Religion itſelf, as is before obſerv'd, is 


the moſt chearful thing in the World, both as to 


- Cauſe and Effects, ſo they enjoy ſo happy a 


Serenity of Mind, that even the undeſerved 
Calumnies of ſuch an Adverſary, and the unprc- 
voked Ill- treatment of their more ſignificant Op- 


poſers, cannot diſturb it; tho', as far as I can 


find, they would be glad to be otherwiſe thought 
of. Secondly, They have a conſtant Enjoyment 


of thoſe Pleaſures they chiefly deſire, and are 


under no other Concern, than that they have 


not 


a 


not a Capacity as large as their Inclinations, to 
do ftill more to thoſe that want it. And, 
Mirilly, They are ſo far from being weigb'd down 
with. an Habitnal Sorrow, that he himſelf accuſes 


to be repeated. 
the Matter at laſt, to wit, of Ent buſiaſtie Madneſs, 


has been taken notice of already in the Courſe of 


racter from fuch Perſons as this Writer, till Time, 


Bur tot 


1 8 Gentlemen frequently went 
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_ © God, raupht them their Prayets and Cat 
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them in another Place, of beſtowing two Hours 
every Day in ſinging of Pſalms and Hymns to the 
Almighty : which, no doubt, if they do, is from 
a chearful Senſe of the Bleſſings He heaps upon 
them, and for inflaencing them by his Divine 
Grace, to do all the Good which is in their 
Power. And this, according to this Writer, is | 
to be weigh'd down by au babitual Sorrow. / 


H thinks, yes, even this Detractor thinks, 


it would be too preſumptuous to tax their Cha- 
racter with Hypocriſy: Tho he abſurdly makes 
this Conceſſion introduce the vile Inſinuation I 
have hinted at, and which is really too ſhocking 


1 * 


As to the Character into which he refolves 
of ſuperſtitious Scrupnlonſneſs, of Folly, &c. that 


the Narration, and I ſhall ſay nothing to it here. 
They muſt be content to tarry for a better Cha- 


and their own continu'd good Conduct, and 
Perſeverance in the fame laudable Duties, have 


Vorn off the Imputation, and given the World 


a. better and juſter Opinion of them. 5 
row away one Moment more upon 
Is judjcious Writer : hn Charge, in Os 
the" mam, of the ſame Nature with that of the 
r Gentleman above - mention'd to his Son, 
who makes their Virtues their Faults, viz. 


into pod? Houſes, call'd their Children 


togetlier, inſtrucked them in their 


Duty to 
ech iim, 


„ and 
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* and gave them Money, Sc. This indeed, to 
our modern Chriſtians, who place all Religion, as 
well as Prayer, in a dead Indifference, or, at beſt, 
in mere Harmleflneſs, cannot but ſeem extreme- 
ly odd and ſtrange. But to thoſe who but look 
into the Bible, or have ever dipt into Cave's 
Primitive Chriſtianity, it will, at firſt Sight, 


appear plain to a Demonſtration, that the Method 


practiſed by thoſe young Gentlemen, is but a 
Revival of that good old Way which was prac- 
tiſed by the beſt People of the firſt Ages; or 


rather, that it is the very ſame Path, which their 


great Maſter has pointed out, to bring them 
thither ; narrow indeed, and ſtreight, but moſt 
aſſuredly tending to Life. 

| I NEED make no Reflection on the particular 


Unſeaſonableneſs of making ſuch an Outcry againſt 


[a ſuppoſed Exceſs in] Religion at this Time, 
when the World is running into the very oppo- 


ſite Extreme, of crying down the very Shew and 


Appearance of it. Can they be Friends to the 
Thing itſelf, who raiſe greater Clamours at Zeal 
for Religion, (whatever Indiſcretion there may be 
ſuppoſed) than at all the horrid and barefaced 
/ Inſults of Blaſphemy and Profaneneſs 


Ir we ſuppoſe Indiſcretion in ſome Part of : 


theſe young Mens Conduct; how can it well 
be otherwiſe, in the firſt ſetting out? Perfection 
is a Work of Time and Experience. But where 
might we expect proper Help and Direction for 
young Beginners, if not at Oxford © Surely the 
Lerter-writter could not have contrived a more 


effectual Way of expoſing that learned Body, 


than by referring the Caſe of theſe young 


Metbodiſts to Mr. Fog's Correction, and to 


leaye the World to ſuſpect there is not Skill 
or Judgment enough in any of thoſe grave 
Doctors, and profeſſed Guides of Youth, to 
„ 12 =, Tn 


# * 
4. 


— — 


Ts [74 f 
rectify any miſtaken Methods (if any) in their 
Practice or Devotions. 1 
It is neceſſary indeed, that Zeal ſhould ever be 
attended with Knowledge : So Religion ſpeaks of 
herſelf; — I Wiſdom dwell with Prudence, Prov. 
viii. 12. This Sentiment alſo carries in it a dou- 
dle Advice: Not only to Novices and Beginners 
. in a religious Courſe, that they ought to put 
| themſelves under the Conduct and Direction of * 
ſome knowing Guide, but likewiſe to thoſe who 
4 pretend to be Guides, that they ſhould apply & 
their better Skill, not to extinguiſh the Zeil 
itſelf, but only correct its Miſtake ; — to make 
ſtrait Paths for their Feet, leſt that which is lame 
and imperfe& be turned out of the May; but let 
it rather be bealed. 

War I have related, will ſhew, that theſe 
young Gentlemen have proceeded with great 
Prudence and Caution,-in obſerving the above 
Advice, as far as it concerns themſelves. I wiſh ) 

1 I could fay the ſame of their Opponents, or of 
thoſe rather, whoſe more immediate Part it is * 
| to pilot them aright ; and that they would nor G 
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countenance the Inſults caſt upon ſo hopeful a 
Deſign, and thereby break the bruiſed Reed, and 
| quench the ſmoaking Flax. 1 
| "Tis not to be queſtion'd, but moſt of the Cla- 
| mours rais'd againſt theſe Gentlemen, are owing 
to Miſapprehenſion and Miſrepreſentation. The 
| Duties they practiſe, and the Good they do, and 
4 are inclin d to do, muſt proceed from Motives 
that cannot deſerve theſe Clamours, or to be diſ- 
countenanc'd or ridicul'd. Bad as the Age is, 
there are not wanting, bleſſed be God, even among 
the Many, enow to admire and applaud, if not ſo 
e Þ frridtly as they ought, to practiſe, what is laudable 
in itſelf, when it appears to be ſo to them. Were 
4 the Rules, by which theſe young Gentlemen are 
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ated, known, as well to the World, as they are 


to me, in Virtue of the Inquiry I have made, 
other Thoughts would be conceived of them by 
all ſerious Men, and by ſuch as haye not aſtrong 
Taint of Scepticiſm and Infidelity, and are not 
bad, if one may ſo ſay, upon Principle. Let 
ſuch make an Abſtract of the Narration I have 
given, which I ſolemnly declare, upon the ſtricteſt 
Examination, I believe to be the Truth, and let 
them hate or oppoſe them, if they can. They 
will find the Matter thus come out, (to ſum up 
Hrieſiy what has been already ſaid) That thoſe 
Gentlemen think themſelves oblig'd in all Parti- 
culars, to live up to the Law of the Goſpel; 
That the Rule they have ſet themſel ves, is not 
that of their own Inventions, but the holy Scrip- 
tures, and the Orders aud Injunitions of the Church; 
and that, not as they perverſely conſtrue and miſ- 
interpret them, but as they find them in the holy 
Cancn : That, purſuant to theſe, they have re- 
{olv'd to obſerve with Strictneſs, all the Duties 
of the Chriſtian Religion according to their 
Baptiſmal Engagements, and particularly the 
Faſts, the Prayers, and Sacraments of the Church; 
to receive the blefled Communion as often as 
there is Opportunity ; and to do all the Good they 
can, in viſiting. the Sek, the Poor, the Priſouers, 


&c. knowing theſe ro be the great Articles 


on which they are to be try'd at the Laſt Day; 
and in all Things to keep themſelves un{patted from 
the World, It would be found, that, if they 
riſe. earlier than ordinary, if they are ſparing in 
Eating or Drinking, or any. expenſive Nimerſeans, 
tis to ſave Time and Money for improving thoſe 
glorious Ends; and not (as is unfairly infinus 


ated) that they make ſuch Things to be Eſenu- 


tials in Religion, much Jeſs out of a goomy and 


4 


Phari/qical Spirit, io ſhyn the Company, or 
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upbraid the PraRice of other Theſe are 


the * this the Method, they have choſen to 
live by. 

L 5 all the ſerious Part of Mankind, who 
alone are appeal d to in this Caſe, be Judges be- 
tween them and this Letter-writer, who has ſo 
ludicrouſly, and, in ſome Caſes, ſo wilfully miſ- 
repreſented them. To Jive hy Rule, eſpecially a 


good Rule, was ever eſteem d a ſure Sign of 


Wiſdom : To live by none, much more to be 
againſt all Rule and Method, muſt be a flagrant 
Mark of Folly. And I will venture to add, 
'That if theſe young Gentlemen perſevere to the 
End in this good Method, they ſhall receive a 
Crown of Glory. _. 


I nor E, Sir, you will excuſe my Prolixity. 


You ſay, you love to receive long Letters from 


me; and I think I have now try d your Patience 


ſufficiently, and that Indulgence with which you 


have always favour'd 


Tour moſt bumble Servant, Ce. 
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